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Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Darren D. Taylor 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 26327; 2011-CR-4317 
Panel:   Donovan, Hall, Welbaum 
Author:  Jeffrey M. Welbaum 
Summary: The trial court did not err in denying Appellant’s request for a copy of 

his court file and trial transcript.  A free copy of the trial transcript was 
made available during Appellant’s direct appeal, and if Appellant 
wanted an additional copy, he was required to pay for it.  
Furthermore, the appropriate method of requesting public records is 
through a mandamus action.  Even if Appellant’s request could be 
construed as a mandamus action (which it was not), the trial court 
properly denied his request, because a defendant may not seek 
information under R.C. 149.43 to support a post-conviction petition.  
Affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  Teri M. Passage v. Jonathan M. Passage 
Case No:  Greene App. No. 2015-CA-36; 2013-DR-190 
Panel:   Donovan, Hall, Welbaum 
Author:  Jeffrey M. Welbaum 
Summary: When ruling on a contempt motion, the trial court erred in failing to 

offset costs incurred in selling a van belonging to the parties.  The 
court also erred in modifying the terms of a separation agreement to 
require that the parties would each be responsible for one-half of the 
mortgage costs and expenses on the marital residence until it sold.  
The court did not err in finding Appellant in contempt, or in its award 
of attorney fees to each party.  Affirmed in part, reversed in part, and 
remanded for further proceedings.   

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Preston R. Underwood  
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 26711; 2014-CR-4297 
Panel:    Donovan, Fain, Froelich 
Author:   Mike Fain  

http://www.sc.ohio.gov/ROD/docs/default.asp
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Summary:  In prosecution for Felonious Assault, the trial court did not abuse its 
discretion in concluding that no reasonable jury could find from the 
evidence that the defendant, in assaulting the victim, knowingly 
caused physical harm, but did not knowingly cause serious physical 
harm.  Therefore, the trial court did not err in denying the defendant’s 
request for a jury instruction on the lesser-included offense of 
Assault.  Affirmed.     

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Jack L. Woods 
Case No.:  Clark App. No. 2015-CA-75; 15CR80 
Panel:   Donovan, Hall, Welbaum 
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: Trial court did not abuse its discretion when it ordered appellant to 

pay restitution to the victim in the amount of $10,407.70 because the 
parties agreed to the amount as part of a plea agreement.  Judgment 
affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Chris Milem 
Case No.:  Clark App. No. 2015-CA-65; 14CR792 
Panel:   Donovan, Fain, Welbaum 
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: Appellant’s conviction on one count of receiving stolen property, a 

felony of the fifth degree, is supported by sufficient evidence, since 
the owner of the property provided sufficient evidence that its fair 
market value was equal to or greater than $1,000.00.  Judgment 
affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Isaiah D. Wood 
Case No.:  Montgomery App. No. 26634; 14TRD7805 
Panel:   Donovan, Fain, Welbaum 
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: Appellant’s convictions for failure to stop after an accident, driving         

under financial responsibility law suspension, and failure to 
maintain an assured clear distance ahead are supported by 
sufficient evidence and are not against the manifest weight of the 
evidence.  Judgment affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Ryan Rike 
Case No.:  Clark App. No. 2014-CA-92; 14CR318 
Panel:   Donovan, Hall, Welbaum 
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: Appellant entered his guilty plea knowingly, intelligently and 

voluntarily, and the trial court did not violate Crim.R. 11(C)(2)(c) in 
accepting Appellant’s plea.  Judgment affirmed.  
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Case Name:  Jody J. Smith v. Angela Gilbert 
Case No.:  Clark App. No. 2015-CA-61; 13CVF277 
Panel:   Donovan, Hall, Welbaum 
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: The trial court abused its discretion, upon remand, in determining 

that Appellant lacked a meritorious claim to present against Appellee 
and further lacked a meritorious defense to Appellee’s counterclaim.  
Judgment reversed and vacated, matter remanded for further 
proceedings.    

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Robbie McQuirt 
Case No.:  Montgomery App. No. 26667; 15CR76 
Panel:   Donovan, Froelich, Welbaum 
Author:  Jeffrey E. Froelich  
Summary: Anders appeal.  No non-frivolous issues found related to the trial 

court’s rulings, defendant’s guilty plea to one count of domestic 
violence, and defendant’s 24-month sentence, which was within both 
the statutory and agreed sentencing ranges.  Judgment affirmed. 

 
 

 
 
 


